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In 2011, Spare Key will provide 
mortgage assistance to more families 
caring for critically ill or injured children 
than any other year in the organization’s 
14-year history. As of October 1st, 172 
families have been served year-to-date.  
Last year’s record of 143 families was 
surpassed in August.  Thanks to the 
continued generosity of donors, Spare 
Key has not had to turn away any 
qualified families during 2011.  

Spare Key has seen a dramatic increase 
in the number of families applying 
for assistance.  In 2011, the number 
of families seeking assistance has 
increased over 35% from previous 
years. This increase can in part be 
attributed to increased outreach 
on behalf of Spare Key, but is also 
the result of several years of tough 
economic times.  Spare Key staff 
member Joyce Giedt explains:  “We’ve 
seen many more families applying 
where one or more parents have 
already been out of work, before 
their child’s health crisis.  The added 

stress of job loss 
means families 
are applying for 
assistance more 
readily than they 
might have in years 
past.” 

Through the 
generosity of 
donors, since 1997, 
Spare Key has 
been able to assist 
more than 1,300 
Minnesota families.  
Currently, over 
$1.25 million has been paid on behalf 
of families in almost every county in the 
State of Minnesota.

By making a mortgage payment on 
their behalf, Spare Key provides an 
economic bridge for families with 
critically ill or injured children.

To be eligible for assistance under Spare 
Key guidelines, families must be  

 
Minnesota homeowners with a critically 
ill or severely injured child under the age 
of 19.  Families must also demonstrate 
a significant loss of income or increase 
in expenses as a result of the child’s 
hospitalization lasting 21 days or more.

To refer a family, or to make a donation 
in order to sustain the work of Spare 
Key, please call (952) 406-8872, or visit 
us online at www.sparekey.org.

2011 Proves Record Breaking Year

Meet the Willeart Family
Molly Willeart was 30 weeks into her 
sixth pregnancy when hemorrhaging 
lead to an emergency c-section.  Molly 
had vasa previa, a condition associated 
with very low survival rates for babies.  
Samuel Brian Willeart was born 10 
weeks too early, at 4 lbs, 4 oz. and 17 
inches long.  

Like so many other premature 
babies, Sam had to overcome many 
developmental obstacles, including 
internal bleeding in the left ventricle of 
his heart.  After 6 weeks in the hospital, 
Molly and her husband Brian applied 
for mortgage assistance from Spare 
Key.   Brian had taken 3 weeks off when 
Samuel was born, and continued to 
juggle his time away from work in order 
to maintain the family’s only income. 
Molly stated, “We would do anything 
to spend more time at the hospital, 

but at this point we don’t know how we 
can afford to be there. . . It is a tough 
balancing act as we work to get our son 
home and also keep our only source 
of income to pay our mortgage for our 
other children.” 

Spare Key made a mortgage payment 
on behalf of the Willeart’s when Samuel 
was 2 months old.   This assistance 
provided financial relief, allowing the 
Willeart’s to focus on the care of their 
children, especially Samuel.  After 
63 days, Samuel was able to join his 
brothers and sisters at home.   

�We feel so blessed to have our entire 
family, healthy, happy and at home.  
Thank you for the mortgage support 
during this dif�cult time.�  
- Molly & Brian Willeart. 
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Key  
Highlights

Helping families with critically ill 
or injured children by making a 
mortgage payment on their behalf.

www.sparekey.org



During the summer of 2011, Spare Key launched the “Where’s The Door?” Campaign.  Using a “Street 
Team” of interns and volunteers and a Spare Key “door” we were able to connect with thousands of 
community members and share the work we do.  At various festivals and gatherings, not only were we 
able to bring in financial support, but most importantly, we were able to reach families who need Spare 
Key’s assistance.  Throughout the summer, Spare Key visited the following locations: 

Raising Awareness Through Community Connections 

• �Fresh Seasons Market- 
Minnetonka

• Grand Old Days

• �Microsoft Store  
at the Mall of America

• Minnesota State Fair
• �Moon Dance Jam

• Stone Arch Festival
• �Twin Cities Pride Festival

Spare Key would like to thank 
our sponsors who helped fund 
this project:

1. �Justin and Pat from AllStar Construction 
with their finished masterpiece! 

2. Derby girls support Spare Key!

3. New friends of Spare Key.

4. Ready for the State Fair.

5. �Street team members assembling the 12 
foot tall door for the first time.
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6. �Buffalo Wild Wings of Rochester 
sponsored the 7th annual golf benefit for 
Spare Key.  Approximately $75,000 has 
been raised over the past 7 years.  Pictured 
here are Anne Bomstad Miller (Spare Key), 
Tom Graf (owner of the Rochester BWW), 
and the Willeart Family.

7. �Edina Realty Title presents Spare Key 
with a donation of $2,950!  L to R:  Deb 
Stumne, Kim Lewis, Anne Bomstad Miller, 
Annie Kurtz Van Gorp, Sue Wnuk, Sharon 
Shervey, Greg Mason

8. �LaVonne Harrer from MMIC Group’s GIVE 
Committee presents a donation for $7,000- 
supporting MN families. 

9. �Event organizers at the Justin Clark 
Memorial Charity Golf Classic benefiting 
Spare Key and other charities.

10. �The Minnesota Mortgage Association 
donated proceeds from their annual 
golf event-  $500 supporting Spare Key 
families.  

11. �Lender Processing Services recently 
raised funds for Spare Key through 2 
different efforts -  a silent auction and 
“donate to wear jeans” day.  Almost 
$3,000 was raised in total!

12. �Waterstone Mortgage hosted a series 
of networking lunches throughout the 
summer raising awareness and funds for 
Spare Key.
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Thanks to the Following Groups for their Support

� Jim Ryder
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Family Update
Andrea Combs, past recipient 
and mother to Andy, recently 
wrote:

“It has been a long time since 
we received assistance from 
your organization.  I wanted to 
write and thank you again for 
your support and let you know 
how we are doing.  Our son 
Andy was born in December of 
2003 with Hypoplastic Left Heart 
Syndrome.  Since then he has 
been through a lot, but is now 
a happy and growing 7 year old 
just finishing up 1st grade. I can’t 
begin to thank you enough for 
all your support.  Without your 
help back in 2004, I don’t know 
what we would have done.  I am 
so very thankful I did not have to 
find out!  Thank you again from 
the bottom of our hearts.  Spare 
Key is a wonderful organization.”

Honorariums & Memorials

Board & Staff 
Members

Richard Aneshansel  
US Bank Home Mortgage

Greg Ettinger  
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Ted Hagberg  
Elderlife Financial Services 

Hank Hanten 
Vanguard Meetings & Incentives

Jason Haus  
Dem-Con Companies

Steve Hyland 
Lakes Area Realty

Joy Johnson-Lind  
Children’s Hospitals & Clinics of MN

Mark Lomauro 
Honeywell

Liz Miklya  
Weber Shandwick

Jim Miley 
Klein Mortgage

Erich Mische  
Bockorny Group

Robert W. Roe 
Champion Law LLC

James Ryder 
Cornerstone Mortgage

Brian Stousland  
Bremer Financial Services 

Jeremy Welsand 
Grant Thornton LLP

Anne Bomstad Miller 
Executive Director

Joyce Giedt 
Office Manager

Erin Werde 
Development & Communications 
Director

Donor	 Type	 Tributee
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Amy and Jeff Levy
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Brent Bunkowske 
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Carol Ritter
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Clay Harris
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Colleen and Dan Greensweig
Lisa Park	 In Honor	 Dan & Jo Arrigoni
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Deb and Kevin Hannigan
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Dino Balafas
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Diona Sommano
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Dona and Randy Herrmann
Molly Burton	 In Honor	 Ella & Collin McCarthy
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Honor	 Fran Scherer’s 97th Birthday
Deanna & Clarence Lundquist	 In Honor	 Heather, Jon, Elle and Paige Huebner
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Holly and Bill Dornbach
Sara Roberts	 In Honor	 Jack & Sam Roberts
Tara and Eli Barrows 	 In Honor	 Jamison Barrows
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Jeannie Sommerfield
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Julie Cygan
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Loretta Bebeau
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Marie and Mark Calabria
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Honor	 Mr. & Mrs. Owen Germundson’s  
		  50th Wedding Anniversary
Joe Zappa	 In Honor	 Phil Patet
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Honor	 Ruth Haggerty’s 70th Birthday
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Tom Petrick and Randa Boch
Jim Ryder	 In Honor	 Viriginia and Mark Hanson
Robert Etten  	 In Honor  	 Dan Arrigoni
Molly Burton  	 In Honor  	 Ella and Collin McCarthy
Jennifer & Travis Mueller  	 In Honor  	 Harper Campbell Mueller
Sara Roberts  	 In Honor  	 Jack and Sam Roberts

Wally Monnette	 In Memory	 Audrey Hughes
Molly Burton	 In Memory	 Benjamin Senich
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Memory	 Bob Pickering
Sarah Blansett	 In Memory	 Calvin Cashman
Leon and Sarah Pettee	 In Memory	 Derian Keech
Maria Kaefer	 In Memory	 Dorothy Lavsar
Wally Monnette	 In Memory	 Eleanor Poling-Mondale
Wally Monette	 In Memory	 Frank A Mariano Sr.
Janet Villella	 In Memory	 Grace Scheller
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Memory	 John Brandenburger
Spare Key Board & Staff	 In Memory	 Judy McLaughlin
James A White	 In Memory	 Margaret Schuffenhauer
William & Helen Ehrich	 In Memory	 Margaret Schuffenhauer
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Memory	 Merle Kelly
Jane Giedt Kirby	 In Memory	 Patrick J. Kirby
Claudia Demo	 In Memory	 Peter Demma
Leslie and Ben Truesdell	 In Memory	 Rayne Truesdell
Mickey and Bob Pajor	 In Memory	 Richard Rusin
Joyce Giedt	 In Memory	 Sally Gunning
Jim Ryder	 In Memory	 Shirley May
Debbie Schuffenhauer Marsh	 In Memory	 Wally Stigsell
Mark Schuffenhauer	 In Memory	 Wally Stigsell
Susan Linz	 In Memory	 Zachary Buckentine
Wally Monette  	 In Memory  	 Eleanor Poling-Mondale
Maria Kaefer  	 In Memory  	 Dorothy Larson
Mark Schuffenhauer  	 In Memory  	 Wally Stigsell
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Workplace Giving 
With Fall just around the 
corner, many businesses 
are gearing up for annual 
Workplace Giving Campaigns.  
Spare Key would appreciate 
the opportunity to be 
included in your giving plans.  
Simply write-in Spare Key, and 
use our EIN#: 41-1888767.

In addition to making a 
gift, Spare Key appreciates 
all other support around 
Workplace Giving.   
Examples include:

• �Encourage your colleagues 
to make a gift to Spare Key

• �Donate proceeds from 
holiday parties

• �Ask your employer about 
matching your contribution

• �Invite Spare Key staff to 
come into your office and 
give a presentation about 
Spare Key’s mission and 
services

• �Spare Key has just launched  
a new website!   
Visit www.sparekey.org to 
check-out our new look.

• �Spare Key’s annual golf 
tournament was held on 
September 20th.  More 
information to come in the 
next newsletter!

• �Inside this newsletter, look for the following articles:
	 - �Spare Key has Record-Breaking Year

	 - �Where’s The Door Campaign

	 - �Events sponsored by Spare Key Supporters

	 - And much more…

key
Highlights

There is so much happening at Spare Key! 
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